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CONFIDENTIAL PORT AU PRINCE 1417 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, EAID, HA 

SUB J : RUMORED REPLACEMENT OF SNEM CO-DIRECTOR 

1. BEHIND-THE-SCENES DISCUSSIONS DURING PAST FEW DAYS 
APPARENTLY HAVE LED TO PRESIDENTIAL DECISION NOT RPT NOT 
TO REPLACE DR. VOLVICK REMY JOSEPH AS HEAD OF SNEM AS 
WAS WIDELY RUMORED LAST WEEK. WE HAVE HEARD JOSEPH 
DISCUSSED MATTER WITH NEWLY- APPOINTED PUBLIC HEALTH 
SECRETARY BEAULIEU EARLY MORNING OF AUGUST 17, SOON AFTER 
JOSEPH'S RETURN TO COUNTRY. BEAULIEU THEN TOOK UP 
QUESTION WITH PALACE WITH EVENTUAL RESULT THAT JOSEPH 
WAS RETAINED IN SNEM POSITION. REPORTEDLY HE WAS AT 
WORK AUGUST 20, DATE CHANGE, ACCORDING TO LOCAL RUMOR 
MILL, WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED. 

2. ALTHOUGH REMOVAL OF JOSEPH EVIDENTLY WAS NEVER 
DEFINITELY DECIDED, REPORTS OF HIS PLANNED REPLACEMENT 
WITH UNQUALIFIED PALACE FAVORITE WERE DISQUIETING. 

CHARGE AND ECON OFFICER TOOK OCCASION AUGUST 17 TO QUESTION 
FOREIGN SECRETARY AND COMMERCE SECY, RESPECTIVELY, AS TO 
SIGNIFICANCE OF REPORTED CHANGE OF AFFECTING USG-FUNDED PROJECT. 
BOTH CABINET MEMBERS PROFESSED IGNORANCE BUT STATED THEY 
WOULD QUERY PALACE. PAHO REPRESENTATIVE PONS WAS SUFFICIENTLY 
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DISTURBED TO DISCUSS REPORTS WITH PUBLIC HEALTH UNDERSECY 
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GERMAIN AND TO ARRANGE MEETING WITH PUBLIC HEALTH SECRETARY 
AUGUST 17 TO EXPRESS HIS RESERVATIONS. LATTER MEETING, 

HOWEVER, TURNED OUT NOT TO BE NECESSARY IN LIGHT OF PALACE'S 
APPARENT CHANGE OF HEART. 

CORCORAN 
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